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Problem of the Yellowstone Water

When the horrors and the sullering of this war
have passed into the pages of the history books,
its wounds are healed and its heroes take on the
rarrosanet aftributes of deliverers of the nation,
Montana. people will still be concerned over the

+waters of this great state,

These streams which thread thelr way through
our mountaing and high plateaus towsed the sea,
in both di il from the 1 divide,
constitute our most precious resource, Upon them
the productivity of our land depends. Upan them
i= dependent, too, the future growih and the
economie strengih of the state.

The mighty Yellowstone river, coursing through
#ts broad valley for approximately M0 miles in
castein Montana has been deslgnated by a former
chairman of the Montann water conservation
board, Rockwood Brown of Billings, as the “greatest
frrigntion ditch in the werld”

Not only the people of Montana, but those of
‘Wroming and of North Dakots have a vital in-
ferest in dts great flow and the possibilities of its
waters when spread over the broad and fertile
valleys through which it and its meny tributaries
wend thelr way toward the sea.

the representatives of this tri-state convention
further approach has been made toward a come
pact which I of tremendous concern to all,

With the most recent considerations at Billings
such progress has been made that a formal Inter-
state compact for the division of these waters fs
in sight. Such compacis are authorized by the

i they are s

It 15 under such a compuet that the waters,

nnd tge electric power generated from them, of the

men of strong feith. Thiz year such a compact for
the equitable division of waters In & group of states
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