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Bentonite: Factor in State Since 1888

By WARD MARCHANT
IStall Welter

w'nlil..m Trybr Fouk Creok
Wyo. Rock River) was the
first man 1o make any moscy ol
ol it, bt since that day back in
M, the bentonibe industry has
Jedged el firmly mio the Wye-
ming economy unkil now b ks
become @ 85 million bdustry
Belare or,  Indians  and
Oregon Tradl setllers used the sub-
sonce Tor a varioly of porpeses;
Fhe Indians used benioaile o
washing gavments and blankets
Early seitlers in Wyoming, {hero-
Peve, culled  bentonile  oulerog-
pigs sapdholes,
The soap hules eccurreed where
Beds of bentonite had heon g
sl by erevices Waler scop

from ik surface caused the olay
to wwell remarkakly and 1o fill
the evevices with a soft, sticky
Jelly like mass which pever com.
pletely drsed mnd had the appear:
wnce and leel of sap.

By chwervation of the peculior
sualities of the mineral early
sedtlers loarned o use it in emer-
geneies, when & wagon axle went
dry, bentonite  substiiuted  for
grease; horses hooves, when in.
flaed, were packed with moist
bentonste and the results were
remarkable.

Then In 1888, Taylor bogan pro-
duclng the material for sale, AL
Tirst it was called Taylorite, but
when it was found that anollier
minavo]l kad aleeady been given
the name, it was changed b0

anite aller ite becurrence in
irt Benten formation.
UHEI TN [0

Sinve then, with the advent of
the oil mdustry, the mineral has
pained comsiderobibe value = 8
alrilling il

In the tulary system of drilling.
the mid serves several purposes
Pumped through the center of the
avillimg bit, the mud carrcies off
the drill cuttings frem the bottom
ol the hole to fhe surface where
the mixture s discharged nio
weitling pits. When the fow of
msd i5 mlerrapted fur o change
o bits, the geliing qualdy of
bentonite cawses the flasl w con-
geal,  wusperding  the  dnilling
porticles so0 they won't senle 1o
the battom When drilling i re-

sumed the msl Feverts agaln bo
@ [l sole.

An the drilling mad ciroulates
I the hwle, o thin lver of elay
in depasited on the walls ol the
hole, sesling all erevices and pore
! in the formations penes
i preventing  loss ol ihe
drifling  flud. - The  lubricating
auality of the hentonite also sids
i reducing the Irictionn] drag in
irilling

Approximately 85 por coni of
the bentonite processed s used
in ol Field work,

Oiber importand (ses
mineral s for binding
sand—becoue of its glue

filering amd e
wines, vinegars, caders and
w: eomite pelletizing and

o browd range of  agricubtural

OTHER USES
bupedreeds of my
o e

H s adde

their m
strength anit 1o quicken 1t
thng The pager industey
bemtonie b= & filler in cor

poper,  wilerprennl pagenr
plaster Jard, it ds s utilised
to remove carbon black m ke
revorking el de-inking of news
peinit.

I s

far plivitin and b oxed
o an ngrediest Jor dets
atel  rleansing p

wintres

beauly clay

ding  amil

pasios
Anf these are but 8 fow of 1he
thons. of the “clay o

sisd s
Whast takes the mineral s use-

Bl e the pecullar gusli
umke ool mineraldom 1
nite has the greatest off
for  sdsorption (ot nad
divlsead: fE will gwell in w
ning (mes il appagent voluime,

Owar 500 of the particies would
b barely visible Lo the muked oy
sl 10 ballion would barely il »
1ablespoon
MOSTLY IN WYDMING

Of pariicular imlerest o Wes
ming ecinamics is that nearly
the deposits of true benl -
wur within the boundaries of the
wide  Currently the lar,
g prea s lm the
Block Hilla region in
with ver 30 million

« there, but indicods e
£ e Sonth

depusits are i
Lander. locuted «
anks of the Wind Hoer

z5

Semalier deposits of
" re loumd i sectic
South Dhakota and

ermg from the Wy
wn that they do not ha
g qualitios, No irtie e
merelal bentonite deposite |ove
biwn foind east of the Miky

v be hrown, Ereensl ek
gray, or crr.m

Southwestern
Wyoming Is

GROWING!
In_recent veacs the obundonce of notural | |

—thardiie Piew By Akie Wohr
The Benton Cloy Co's huge bins stonding obove the plont west of Casper indicate
whe size of one of Wyoming's eight bentanite plants. The plont has o copocity of
over 400 tons of processed bentonite per daoy.
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