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Plant More Trees!

Park Department Backs
New City-Wide Program

By ROCKWOQOD BROWN, JR.
Billings Atterney and Prasident of the Billings Park Cemmission

¥ y was Arbor Day and we
are peminded of the importance of irees
in our eomminily, The charm and ap:
v is largely messured
i parks. This was Tecog:
A aned pul inte practies many years
ago in Billings a5
shown bv the
beautiful
lined  streels in
1he alder sectlons
al oar vty

I s disturh-
ing to note that
itz hevitage s
net being per
petuated and
many of the
homes constrits
o within the last
W oor 15 Fears
are Barren of
sireed trees Aside
from the obvians o peove g
aesthelle benefits i
of trees, they also represeat a sound
Business  lnvestment. A subdivision
with trees uniformly planted alang the
sreet can be a persuasive selling point
1a a prospective homecwner. A shop-
ping center or downlown husiness es-
tablishment, making proper use of
trees and landseaping, will present the
shopper with o pleasant contrast to bare
eonerete and asphalt

A well-planned § planting pro-
gram will inprove and stabilize proper-
1y values and provide 8 more pleasant
vommunity enviranmenl o which to
live apd work, These are fattors Ukt
attract pew people fo our eity and hold
those (hal are alresdy bere.

middle 34 feet actunlly used for sireet
purpases. This leaves approximately 12
lest on either side of the curb line for
sidewalks and boulevards. In cases
where the sidewslk i located adjacent
to the curh, the city's “baulevard"
usually eonsists of the front 8 feet of
lawn. And 5o the City of Billings could
carty aul a tres planting program of
itz awn on the publicly owned boule-
vard areks, a5 some clties do. However,
this woald smount to the city govern-
ment performing & function which i
truly the responsibility and privilege of
e Individual citizen. It would appear
that the proper and legitimate role of
the cliy f= to formulste & plan snd fur-
nish informetion &nd guidance so that
the citizens themselves may do the job.

PURSUING THIS APPROACH, the
Hillings Park Department Infends this
year o take afflrmative actlon toward
accomplishment of a vity-wide street
tree planting program. As the fiest atep,
a survey must be made of the boule-
vards, sidewalks and exlsting trees.
Thereafter, with the cooperation of
local murssrymen, the Mayars City
Eeautification Committee, and other in-
terested citizens, information shauld be
disseminated {o the publc concerning
recammendsd varieties, locations and
methods of planting stoeet trees.

The program should be undectaken
on & block-by-block and neighborhood-
by-neighborhood basls with loeal
groups o individoals furnishing the
necessary funds, labor and Initistive,
Clvle pride 15 contagious and the
‘beautification program of ane neighbor-
haed will prompt sction in another, The
visible dividends and the community
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