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(Continued From Page 1.)

beet production to reduce the volume
of the surplus grain crops and to in-
crease correspondingly the acreage for
| sugar production, a deficiency crop,
{Any plan to alter the continuation of
this program seems to me inconsis-
tent with the general plan of national
agricultural readjustment,

“One of the contributing factors of
agriculture and economis troubles i
Tepresented by the one word ‘surplus’ |
We do not produce In this country as
much sugar as we consume and there-
fore the producing districts like our
own, have & right to Increase. sure-
Iy not to be curtailed until such time
85 the production of sugar in the
United States approsches what might
be termed a surplus for our own
country’s requirements.'

As the president of the Billings
Commercial club, Bugene O'Keefe ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with a program
of limiting domestic beet production
| looking: at it from the =tandpoint of
business interests of the city, “The
| beet industry s the life blood of this
| community and our sgriculturl ex-
pansion is dependent upon expanston
| of beet acreage to supply one com-
modity which we are obliged to im-
port—sugar.

“Beetz are a big labor crop. In
fact beet growing i truck farming
on a large scale, and there i3 more
manual labor in growing them than
any other crop. In this respect it is
significant that 756 per cent of the beet
laborers employed in this territory are
resident American citizéns, whom we
would be obliged to care for if they
suddenly became dependent upon the
community.”

Rockwood Brown, local attorney, ir-
| rigation farmer and stockman, added a
|pm(est from the standpoint of live-

stock Interests and pointed out that

beet by-products have served a valu-

| able rols in livestock feeding at the
| same time enabling the sbsorption of
| some of the surplus gralns which are
now the object of nation-wide cur-
tallment.
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