News; rs

| Casper Star-Tribune (Casper, Wyoming) - 15 Sep 1957, Sun - Page 43
by <plancestry

Downloaded on Apr 29, 2020

Mud, Important Industry,
Has Value in Finding Oil

It your name s Mud, be proud of | When 1t i mixed with weter an-
it. Mud is one of Wryoming's bigzest|other compound is added: berinm
industries, sulphate, or barite, 48 added to the

Mud s the common name for so- | mud to glve it weight.
dinm bentonite, a mineral found in| Barlie s s heavy ore. Rich de.
extensive deposits throughout the posits are mined In Nova Bcotia,|
atate. Most commonly used by the|Gresce and Mexico, and in ihe
oil companies In deilling operations.| United States in Arkansas, Nevadn,
It kns more than 400 otheér uses, in-| Utah and Missourd |
cluding  applications in medicines, | Barisk has a high specific gravity
Eaod VY encugh

Inundry, foundries and cesamics. |=n prevent blowouts when drilling
The mining snd processing  of | through pones of high pressure.
bengomite 1s & mlti-million doliat| ALl of the compounds which maks
indusiry in Wyoming, The state is) up drilling mud sre escelully trent-
the largost produces of bantanite in)ed, to comtral {5 propertles of vis—
the -‘dolrlcl. And_ships sy thous- | cosity and  wall-
ands dr tons each month 1o natonal|  The certer of Wyoming's bento-
and forelgn markets Flve Lo uﬂ!nj(g deposits- 45 at Greybull, where
per cent of the state’s yicld is vsed | geveral Inrge companies malntsin|
1B WPTISE. . mining and processing mille Other ||
Bontonile s n Hght-colored €85 mines nre Jocated at Upton and
found near the earth's surface. It pearcroft.
Is gathered [rom open-pit mines and|  Natrons Counity elaims:one bone
iz ground up almost as fino as flour. tanite processing mill, located in
A loug ligt of chemuleal trestmenta) plis near the Chicngo and North
and lesis are applied before 1t & wesiern Railroad. General Manager
packaged ln semi-water proof eon-|y Kreiner of the Benion Clay Cn,
talners for shipmient to markels,  |said hiy firin bas seven benonite
ST, YORCAN I DGR deposits in the county with a Teserve
Brntunltrh}:;f formed ;;wl vol- of {0-million tons,
camic azh which was Inid down over| ‘mepton Clay Cp. manufactites|
Cerlaln areas, Sea whler And Bit griiing wud, foundry Green Bond,
Teached it through the ages, taking | and chemical additives, The de-
certatn chemieals and lesving (he pogee are located near Bates Park,
sodium bentonito clay, o compound | pates Hole, Natrona, Midwest and
containivg oxides of almINUM. | ghyeee,
magnesium, silicon, hydrogen, - The company s the first and only
b e mud fem dn Nakeona County and
Bentonite absorbs  much  MOTE| o esiablished hers elght years
than its own volume of water, snd | go.
& small percentage of the solutlon| “qpe g
makes 5 highly efficient lubricant
| Although |t abworbs water readily,
rain offers no  special  prob-
Iems to the open pli mining systems
here. In some areas. however, special

mofs must be construcled to keep
large amounts of walter from the ¥
clay,

The most significant application
ol bentonite is its use as drilling!
mud by ol companies, Muod 4 es-

sential to the oil industry for fis|
gualifications as a lubricant, wall-

willder, and cutfings remover,
Drilllng mud 15 used o remove

cultings from the bottom of the

and drill-utem; (o prevent blowouts;

i build wails to prevent heaving

and slulfifg of gravels, sands and

other straia: to. prevent cave-ins 24

land to afford protection for pay =

rones

| COMPOUND ADDET
Bentonite 15 taken to the ofl weil - ol L

[lasiiling  sltes in powder form

1 | packaged in heavy pspor bags.

|

mipanies operate through
district and divislon affices located
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