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Environmentalists pound
reclamation at hearing

By BOB STALICK
Statf Writer
CASPER — What makes a person
qualified to  manage
reclamation? |
That question came up in almost all
testimony given before the Wyoming

Envirenment Councll's public hearing—

Tuesday on new regulations on land and
water quality.

Environmentalists said the only person
who should be qualified to supervise and
judge the reclamation projects is the
administrator ‘of the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality. -,

Industry spokesman said the operator of
the mine should be I.be “‘gualified person'’
listed in the regulations,

“Industry s Lhe responsible party under
the Aet (the 1973 Wyoming En\qmmeml
Qunm)nm] for recl: ding-to

mineland

_ person” should be more “ad

following  replacement of  topsoil,
Operators shall comply with the recom-
mendations of qualified persons,” the
document continues.

While industry spakesman backed

consultants to supervise the

vague and discretionary language as to
make a farce of the act.”"

Miss Rich also blasted the con-
fidentiality of reclamation plans, saying,
“There ls no reason why plans should be
confidential” 3

i te for g Ro!

~nthers opposed the concept.

“With the past track record of industry,
this is lke having a fox guarding the
chickens," Executive Director of the
Wyoming Outdoor Council Bart Koehler
snid.

Koehler noted thal the term “‘gualified

Peck told the group
vironmental Quality Act was “one of the
most comprehensive acts.”

“I have witnessed diligent cooperation
between -the mining interests and the
couneil," Peck said.

He noted that criticism of the proposed

should take int it that it

deflined."
Much of the work on the

is a “"best effort" for the first time. and

would be contracted by the mining firm,

an attorney for Western Nuclear told the

council i oral comments. This type of
ise should be d."

an approved reclamation plan,” snid Bill
Budd, executive secretary of Lhew;vnmlng
Mining Assoclation, in a written st
mtheewntul

The council met Monday night and
T\sesdnr_mmlng to hear testimony from
the public on the d new T

“The operator should be able to choose, "
the attorney added. 5

David Pamerl; speaking - for

that the lath should be adopted, and”

changed later if necessary.

=& spokesman for Wyo-Ben Co,, David L.

Auer, noted that "“somebody in the com-
pany should he a qualified person,” and

“suggested that the wording be changed to

“any and all qualified persons.™
On a section on wildlife habitat in the
idqual lations, Budd said in &

for - g
Malcolm Wallop, recommended that the
regulations be wrillen, saying that the
hy of the T " does mot

which are provided for in thg 1873 Act.
Budd introduced his statement early in

_ the morning session, and was backed by

:pnktsmen for individual compenies in

“Ahelr Jater mechas before the gmup of

Aabout 75 persons.

'I.‘he bhrase “.qul.lh‘.iad person” occ’urs -

meet withthe 1973 act,
"The regulaunns in part fail to provide

~-any guidance."” Parmerly said, adding

“there {5 no evidence of any. atlempt to
Seek or use’ spemhmd servLcod in
‘reclamation.

Rncly Mountain Slerra Club  Ad-
Assistant Pamela. Rich of

the

Under a section m,reyggel.at_mn. the

regulations say, "The species of plants to -

be used for any given ared to be reclaimed
‘shall be those species which are recom-
mended for use on sald area-by qualified
persons.'”

. “Except a5 otherwise, mvided seed

shall be planted during the proper season
and when wind and weather conditions are

appropriate al the rext proper time -

Dubwis said the club had e\ralualed 'Lhe

surrounding states.

mltten statement to the council that “we,

" object ta this entire soction that is written

and suggest um it will have to be deleted
OT rewril

‘Dwralm's are req\med to" make
provision for restoration of wildlife habitat
on affected land in such & manner as will
accommodate species  which were In-
digenous to the affected area prior to the
time when it became affected land." &
portion of the regulations on wildlife
habjtat réads
' Budd said there could be a conflict
between that section and-a Section on

U1t would be pﬂwiricial ignore the  urtianlands, and “wildlife” is not listed in
other states," she said. the definitions of the act.
*The. lations as now prop are — “Basically, Carter has no objections.”

generally inconsistent with the En--

vironmental Quallty Aet'
“They should be rewritten,” the Sierra

Club representative added. “There's such
A

an attorney for Carter Oil Co. said.
Dr. Donald Lamlb, chairman of the

counéil, said the, pubho secord on the’

regulations will beopen through Aug. 15.

that the En-
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