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State’s oldest bentonite plant shuts down

By PAT BOCK

OSAGE — The last chapter In
the history of Wyoming's oldest
bentonite processing plant was
written this month when the
Baroid Plant at Clay Spur shut
dovm.

On July 11 the last of the
stockpile was loaded and hauled
Into the plant for processing by
Charies Wieck of Upton. Om
and 2 Banid's

Reason for the shutdown of

that the machinery is cbsolete.
The mu:lunery would nequlre &

noted that "'50 years Is a whale
ol a lifetime for a mining

bring it up to Elwlmnmenta]
Protection Agency standards,
company officlals sald.

A spokesman for the facility
said it would take sbout one-
half million doilars to bring the
Clay Spur plant up to EPA

and the plant could

not run long enough to justify

that kind of an investment. he

nowd that Barold, known for

ity bentonite, is out of
hls’!wadeureinmlsmu

Barold was buill near Osage
in 1926 and started lo operate
early in 1927, according lo
Osage oldlimers. A mining
engineer, commenting on the
closing of the Clay Spur Plant,
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Asked  about  Baroid's
propertles In the Big Horn
Basin, a spokesman sald there
are no definite plans for
buflding In that area at this

He also noted that all of the

shipped from =~ Wyoming In
sbout 1888 by Willlam Taylor at
Rock Creek and the material
was  then  known  as
“Taylorite." No true bentonlte
has been found in the nation
cast of the Rocky Mountain
area, the publication claimed.
Although used In this area
primarily in ofl well ni'llllnz and

Ip al the
E!Iay&:ll‘ plant were given the
opportunity to apply for work at
Barodd facilities elsewhere. A
security officer will remain at
Clay Spur for some time, he
sald

Although 1t was once
rumored that the plant would
be sold for scrap irom, the
spokesman noted that there are
no definite plans now for the
disposition of the remainder of
the plani.

Originally owned by Silica
Products Compary, the 1,300
arres of bentonite property In
the tract sl Clay spur al one
time contained well over one
million fons of high grade

m:lnlng a list of lis other uses
Is very impressive. The list
Includes  foundry molds,
hydraulic cemenis and their
products, ceramic products,
soaps, detergents, insecticides,
fungicides, germicides, roofing
paper, wall board, metal polish,
binder for crayons, sealing
agent for reservolr walls,

ditches and dikes;
and in paints, water colors, and
ol paints. It is also used in
fertilizers, face creams, Looth
paste and laxatives and o host
of other products.

Company,
the facility al Clay Spur was

A bulletin printed in 1930 by
Silien Products Company of
Kansas City, Missouri noted
that bentonile was  first
discovered in Wymming in shout
1885 through the occurrence of
what are known A “soap
holes * Fecords report that due
o the more or less natural

as ol all-steel
construction, being sbeofutely
fireproof and modern In every
, Uus eliminating any

ahesd of you."

However, when the plant was
rebullt @ dust collector was
Installed,

Although mining  and
processing days have come to
an end for the Clay spur plant,
Baroid has left a bit of iis
history to the e in Weston
County. gasaline

locomotive used In the plant's
early days to haul cars of crude
material up to two or three
miles to the processing plant
has been donated by Baraid to
the Anna Miller Museum at
Newcastle and will soon be an

permanent display, according
to Mrs. Jack Capps, museum
director.
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