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Bentonite

Contisued from Al
lion vons, he sald

Heightened environmentnl eon-
cerns ahout sewage (reatment,
landfills und hazardous wasies
have taken the bentotite industry
it new markels.

Tharson suid the same proper-
thes that make the minerul o good
drilling mu its impermeabili-
1y 1o liguids — also make ita good
material 1o use to line sewage la-
goons and 1o Al shurry trenches,

“We're fortunate that we wre
not like uranium or conl (indus-
tries) where the mineral is used
ns @ fuel,” be naid,

The environmental end of the
bentonite market “is finally stan-
i to develop,” a3 enviconmental
controls on waste disposal and
oxics tighien, be noted,

“We thought it wis going to
come 20 years ago, hul myhe the
regulations weren't stringent
enough then,™ he said,

For instance, bentonite in see-
||'| more use 4s a lining in

%\mul.hmd The mineral will

d the waste within the lagoon

m:t keep it from leaching out inte

the surrounding sedl in mu:h the

same way that a plastlc or rubber
lining would, i

onite hos the advantage

thut it repairs iself, if it gets

Jeaks,” Thoeson said. “1t's kind of

like jelly — it just goes back to-

fether ngain™

Such usen of bentonite are not
new, he said. In foct, the mineral
was used fo line stock tanks and
seal the roofs of pioneers” homes
over 100 yea

In addition mndﬁll eovering
and well pIuL“nnndwr a"mlicl
ton is o mix bentondie with water
1o (il slurry trenches, he said.
Slurry trenches create under-
ground wislls us deep as 100 fect 1o

drillimg Miids has also gone up e
cenily, he said.

Various grades of bentonite are|
wuited 1o ditferent applications, hel
said. Bentonite is also used an o)
taconite and in making castings)
in foundries. The same & o
bentonite for drilling mud s used|
in environmental projects,

The ares of grestest demand for|
the mingral 45 & Mllins risd is in
foreign markets, he snid, wherens|
the same grade is in demand in
the southern states and the Ellll
Const for lend fills, trenching and

0ons.

The price of bentonite s sta-
ble, uh.luum qu-nngﬂnlulu n
“Fﬁ financial

cer mlh Blm.'i Hills Bentondte,
said. The price could go up, but
anly with i much kigher level in
demand.

The drop in oil prices left Ihu
industry overbuilt and greater de-
mand would be necessary o re-
tur pnﬂlurﬂnﬂ 1o capacity, Mad-
son said. “The industry is still run-
ning at 55-60 percent of capacity,
something in that runge,™

B]Iuk Hilis Bmlnn[lr:]i) culr-
rently processing a mineral patent
wlaim to fill o demand for o certain
jprude, be wiid. That grade of ben-
Tonite is wanted by a Japinese
com‘ynly 1o mix with foundry
sand.

While the mineral is found
throughout the world, n higher
grade of bentonite (s mdal,v avail-
uble in Wyoming, sccounting for
migmmh as an expan,
A,

While environmental applica-
tlons of bentonite are o growing
portion of demand, he said that
cnd of the business is not o fa-
vorite in the in

Sales us a dﬂllmu i gnv:

d enter i

surround innted soil and 10
prevent {8 from leaking into adjo-
cent g, fes.

Don Clucas of MI Drilling Flu-
il Co, in Worland sald environ-
mental applications of bentonite
have improved the industey pic-
wure, hut it this point it hasn‘t been
[ Inrme enough market to retuen
production to oil baom levels

Clugns, wha is also president
uf the Bentonite Producers Asso-
clution of Wyoming, said it would
be difficult to predct what kind of
future enviranmental applications
will hnng 1o the industry. But he
added, Tlmr » the ares that's
grovwiy

Meanwhile. the demand for

said, ln the “environmental Bu,{.
ness,” once o contractor finishes o
ob, the producer is Left wnl:nuta

er and needs to iry 1o estab-
Iu{ o new &nles relotionship with
wnather contrucior (o keep pro-
ductlon going,

Envirnmental projects also en-
tail grester fi rmncml:md liy Idiul
problems, Tharson said. l'&

e i8 less familiar with the prod
and ™ NZS CAN B0 WIONE.

well establishe: to a drilling
rig site, he said. “Virtually “FR
environmental joh has some di
culty,”
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