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Patents: Richard Brown, president, Wyo-Ben: ‘At least if you ve done something, then you have a chance.’

Continwed from Al
r-mnl avater and has suspended
acal BIM mana; :s anthority io
rant patents, taking that suthori-
1y for himsel? wh le Congress
wrestles with mining reform.

Wyn applications triple
Owver the last few vears, the
Wyoming office of the Bureau of
Land Management, which admin-

isters lh| fcation pro-
venom al ledem hup re-
ol cen seven and 10 ap-

Ilulwm annually, said Donna

lllty with the \\’yummg BLM

ﬁew has received 37 ap-
‘plications 1o patent mining claims
s far this year, covering slightly
less than 35,000 acres, Kailey said,
- The llnd Tush is not unl'md w0

L
pplications I|| the
. six in the first
half of 1991 and two in the first
half of 1990, said Montana BLM
senan Dave Wester.
This year, there have been 11,
Wester said
In ather ststes, the number of
patent -;rpilcuunun e up, but not
ramatically ns in Wyoming,
res indicate,
the sintes west of the Mis-
sissippi, 134 patent applications
have heen filed so far m the cur-
;f]m fiscal yesr, which ends Sept

1 the applications continue on
that pace, |60 applications will
have for the entire fiscal

ar, compared 1o 124 in the pre-
vious fiscal year — & 29 percent
incresse

1872 law under siege
“The rush for patenting repre.
senty o tremendous loss 10 Amer-

beans as xpayers and as citizens,
insofar as there are financial Joss-
es and losses for environmental
purposes,” sabd Susan Prolman,
spokeswoman for the Minerals

icy Center, a lebbying group
that favors mining refomm.

mﬁnﬂw%l:hwm&ihc\gm!pl
ent royalty on that production,
ihe federa ren §

‘would get $6.9

billion, Mlm';':dd_ o
Activigts in the far strong
reform of the 1872 law also point
to environmental disasters such as

“leisa i rush
patenting - to con-
cern within theubi‘luh’)‘ over how
the 1872 Mining Law might be re-
formed, Prolman said.

The 1872 Mining Law allows
companies to patent — obiain
awnership of — federal land for
hardrock nining, Unlike
af coal or rona on federal lands,
hnrdmh mining companies pay

o federal mynll‘mm;undhch{:n
ur minerals such as gold, silver
or, as is more [kely in Wyoming,
bentonite mmﬂ!

Mor are the companies bound

federal reclamation stan-
dards of other federal environ-
mental rej u]mnl lld reviews
wl v 10 surface
o "Tp muu

O i ameunts.
10 an nnuhmmm l'mm the age
of the robber baron West, an out-
dated welfare !nﬂhnlm
ig talusiry which bets compani
prafit from pabfic mmniw a
song

Protman sawd a study done by
the Minerals Policy Center esti-
mates that pending patent
apphcations represent a gross min-
eral value of $86 billion.

The minerals on public lmd.-

represented in the patent
tions range in value from |I|I-
lion at one of the W! ing ben-

tonite mine applications, to $38

Billian far a platinam and palladi-

um mine in Montana, she sa
Under one version of mining

SRR

le, Colo,, where a gold
mine was permitted in the mid-
19805 with anly fimited enviran-
JI'II%L!J Assessment. A

e mine was permitied expe-
ditiously by state officials. and

eni the operator filed banknapt.
oy -md the reclamation system at
the mine failed, 17 miles of ﬂvw

company’s patents will be ap-
praved before the mining law i
rmed.

The House version of the min-
m'lui reform bill as it is now
ten includes a provision which
would prevent award
even to those finms whicl
ready made their
But once the reforms

ntents
I\P'lv: al-

licatians.
oo

ate has al

stem, and the House is
xpected 10 act on ity version of
the mwuulhr Amulf_‘on

and a reservolr
Farmers downstream subse-
quently found themsebves irvigat-
ing their crops with acid- and
heavy metal-laden water, aml LS,
taxpayers hove been saddled with
clean-up costs estimated in the
tens of millions of doflars.
Congress is considering legis:
Tntion which would dramatically
reform the mining law, establish-
ing royalties, more stringent en-
wvironmental regulations, and re-
lacing the patenting system with
edernl leases.

or ‘ery In your heer®
the 37 patent lications
the BLM has receiv this

year, 30 of them are for bentonite
mining. Wyo-Ben, a Montana
company, has been ane of the most

active bemtonite firms applying
For patents, Kailey sald

Hichard Brown, a Wyo-Hen
vioe president, said now that Bab-
it has taken control of the
ing process, it is unlikely

|u|1 rr!onn bll]

I‘l|| hﬂl Illn! Brown suid.
m&m -Ben had recently com-
nical work h'!d

mmlr lhn patent wnder i
isting system, and devided it was
in the company’s best interest 1o
o ahead and apply, Brown md

k| yml don't do anythi
the waorst thing ha mf
«can da is cry in your L AL quk
if you've S0 , then

ng,
you have a chance” in the event
that Congress decides 1o ll]ow

some form of the patent
continue with I’rmll v‘\ch Imn

Mmln. Cnmp-ny [

The company has filed seven
patent Ipp[lullnnl which cover
more than 5,000 acres, primarily in
Converse County.
ivira is a subsidia
ardinry of the Torosto.
Algom \lh!uug Limited,
ivira's large number af
atent applications is not driven
{ thie hope that the earlier the ap-
:uunn s filed, the more dumcr
11 have under mi||in§wl
id Mark §

of 8 sub-
ased Rio

Inny & manager of land mrhl

“Tn our case it's just sort of ful-
lowing in s logical sequence,”
Stout said, noti Quivira on-
Iy bought the claims from Kerr-
MeGies in 1989, and has been go-
ing llumm‘h permitting and tech.
nical reviews since then,

Mini hw reform “is part of
the equation,” but “we feel that
under the carrent law we should be
entitled 1o receive &
guess until you sex the final lan-
gunge of the reform bill, it"s hard
o say a1 what point you've done
enaugh to qualify,” Stout said,

Babbitt seizes
I Interiar mmm has
his l‘l,’. cnmrlnm may never
qualify a LLILY
AL bl

(lh.lm City, is another com-
pany which hul?.ﬂed o pwuul v.'\
eral claims in W,

patent system, said Iulzrim De

mspoiuwmln Sewphanic

shani -M his Senate confir-

Ao grant
:me BLM directors and put it in
“He wuuld like to address the

nlum mining patents filed in
wwmhl? this year have pro-
S o he Wy oming B o
ng to yoming BLM of-
ice. Crown Butte Mines, Inc., the
Mnmlnmu subsidiary of Noranda
Minesals which wants to mine for
Id twa miles nonbwest af Yel-
one Mational Park, hns won
the initial approval for abaut a0
additional scres of claims it is try-
ing 1 pmnl said unmrny
spokesman Mark
But Hanna said that so far, the

only patent application that Bab-
Hllril I"ﬂwll!g'ﬂ lod is ane
for a gold mine in
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Government May Increase Price and Complicate
Procedure for Land Claims (continued)
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