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The Billings Gazette LAWYER COMPLAINTS Sunday. Jonuary 16,1994 3C

Discipline doesn’t end many lawyers’ careers

By SUSAN GALLAGHER
Tha Amacioted Fres

HELENA — A year and 3 half
alter suspending Chiarles Graveloy
fram the practice of law for ethicsl
violatiung, the Memtana Sapreme
Courl gave the Townsend attormey
his shimyle back,

Dogplte the suspension and o
less surious public censure o 1964,
Graveley

complain” seid Graveley, 48, who
was the Lewis and Clark County at-
tormey from 197781 "1 doesn't mike
any difference thal you regresented
416 people with satlsfaction.”

The eommissian found Graveley
delayed giving a file to a woman who

Facts abaul the stato
Cammission on Practice:
Address:

Comimiasion on Practice
[

wwanted to drop him s her attorney in
o lawsuit a diral
er and manufacturer. In another
casp, be didn't give 8 judge complete

" year.
Bt first, he bad to pay §,605 thal the
state spend to discipling m.

Then Graveley was armestod in
md-December and charged with try-
bng o hire somenne to kill his ex-glel-
frienel, The case is peniing

Graveley 5 one of sveral law
wors who has pooe before the Su-
preme Court more (han once (8 the
past few yoars because of miscan-
duct,

Before he was arested, Grav-
ey said thal being desciglined didn'L
cause a shortage of clients. And be
siid other lawyers still talked to him.

Graveley said be wasnl hitter
about the discipling, DL the experi-
ence loft “a Hitle b of & sour taste”
He believes the state Commission on
Practice, which handles lawyer disci-
piline, didet Like & complet Tk ot
hils 2 year law csreer.

1 had, T believe, five people

aboat & client, the com-
mission said. The third matter in-
valved Failure to request

Coart
Room 113, Justice/State
uilding

P40, Box 20500
Hedena, Maont, 500260
Telephone: 6644 20E

in § wage-clalm case.

Graveley said bir had solid de-
fenses, but the commission ignored
1hem.

“IL makes no difference what the
lawyer's position 15, he sasd. “The
lawyer ks wrong as far as the com-
misslon B concernel”

Pearl Brown of Helena, Grav-
aley's ehient in the molor-home case,

Lawyers
Rockwood Brown, chairman,
Billings
Saen Haddan, vice chairman,
ssoula

Facts about commission

Amniid Huppert, executive
secretary, Livingston

Bjarne Johnsan, Great Fulls

Donald Marble, Chester

Leonard MeKinney,
Lewistown

Gary Ryder. Sidney

Jahn Warren, Tillon

Nan-lawyers

Gary Buchanan, manager of
Drain Basworth Inc, Billings

WA, Graff, chatrman of
Farmors State Bank, Victor

Tabyn Young, proaident of
Development Coep, of Montana,
Helena

Other lawyers punished more
than ance for their condect include
Jahn “Lake” McKeon of Amaconda,

with

“They did a very good review of
the cas and 1 think justice was
done said Brawn, b

o8 af the 1 et power-
ful leaders in the 1080s and early ‘s
McKeon was disbarred after be

dict not return tetephone calls seeking
commenl.

I another examyple, the court in
1080 disharred Missouln lawyer Jof-
frey L. Shrom, twiee suspended for
writing bad checks and falfing

fare Graveley was srmested on &
charge of solictation for murder,
Frown also said lawyers who break
thelr code of ethics “are entitled to
look at their pest lives, and make
same devision to rectify their errors
and g an.”

in 1974 of from
the Montana workers' compensation
system, The state Supreme Court re-
Instated him as a lawyer in 12 Then
Ihe court censured him last year, aft-
BT he was convicled of sheplliting
from & drug store I Anaconds. He
rusmains eligible to practice. McKeos

comply with

Toundap Lawyer John Prait was
suspended for 3 days in 1991 and put-
licly censured after the Commission
on Practice said he neglected clignts
and ignosed commisson eoTTespan-
e

ICE,
After the

meary B0 in disciplinasy costs and
rosumed his practice. Bul last full,
the commissicn recommentded  the
Saprorme Court-sgspend Fraft for st
least oee yeur becaus: of more al-
leged miscondict.

This Includes the cammisssan's
Hindirg thit in 1091, Prait calied Mis-
selshell Cousty Justicn of the Peace
Robart Mihalossch “a lying s of &
Biteh," grabbod him aed span bim 1o-
ward an office doar after the men dis-
cussed &0 upeoming trial

In papers filad with the commis-
sgon Tnst June, Pratt dented swenring
nnd said hee didn’l spin Mihakovich
arnund. He tall The: Associated Press
that b wiald not diseuss bis caso at
length wntil i is pver. The cuurt hias
ot seted on the rocommendation to
suspend him. Other findings against
him inclide abesive ard threatening
behavior in 1900-91 towarl peepde b
&itless Mikalsach.

“Wha [ =ee happenirg in the Je
gl profession i a whele Jot of back-

In $62 comoussioners recom-
minded sEainst Teinsating Mekeon,
but ihe court resdmitted him amy-
wiy. The belief thut poople can
hnrge 15 "in the deepest wellsprings
of our beings wrote the court. &
mngtly different st of justices then
thar pow.

In general, the commission loaks
a1 what led 1o & lawyer's discipline
airwd whedher ihere are indications the
LEWYEr CAn TR Practios respon-
sibly, said Redkwood Brown, the
rommission chalrmen and & Billings
Liwryer.

“If 0 persan was suspended for
salstance abise; we would ook &t
whethér or net thal problem had
been carrected.” Brown said

He said he didn't know why some
tawyers who are disciplined stray

ain

Thee irnmediate past president of
1he Slate Bar, Skerry Scheel Mat-
tewecl of Blilings, said it's hard to

sticking - and w5, Pratt
Eodel the AF.

Lawyers suspended for mare
than six mantks mast petition i re-
sume practice. How does the court
decitde those requests” 1t relses begy.
Uy oe recommendations from ine
commission, Chief Justics Jean Tarm-
age said Sometimes, the court ro.
Jects th 5 wilvioe.

Pratt paid

feneralize about reinstatoment b
different:

“1 can say thal muny lawyers
are distressed that people who have
been suspended or disharred and
eome back to practice fail to perform
their prifessional responsbllites
sabd Matteuccl, the pew LS. attarney
for Montana “If it was ap o most
Iaveryers, iy woaldert Te back afler
Uhe irst suspension.”
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