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“It could be sea water or
lake water, but it has to have
some amount of salts in it or
it could be hot thermal water
Like the water in Yell

This rectanguiar version of of KASA's it
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Carfosity's work on Mars on Fob. ;

elements present in forms
that life i

National Park;” Brown said.
However, the careful
Brown, who has a deep in-
terest in science, quickly
added that Wyo-Ben can
only take credit for play-
ing *“a tiny part” n helping
NASA recognize some clay
minerals on Mars, The dis-
covery suggests Mars once
had encugh water over an
extended period perhaps 3
billion years ago to possibly
support extremophiles —
life that can kive in extreme
envirenments,

Curiosity isn't equipped
to test directly for fife. But
the rover found carbon, sul-
fur and oxygen and other

NASA
said,

As 2 kid, Brown skipped
school to watch every NASA
manned space launch and
dreamed of becoming an
astronaut. Brown is Wyo-
Ben's vice president of re-
sources, and his brother,
David Brown, is company
president,

During the 19205, their
cobbled to-

gether severs] Big Hom Ba-

sin  bentonite
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to what NASA calls 8 *rocky,

litter and oil and gas drilling they wanted loaf-size sam- cold and sterile" planst with

~ near Greybull, ples. instruments capabie of de-
Richard Brown fsalong-  “That apy was tecting hile lfe.

time member and past pres- so they could drill them  “That's when things get

ident of The Clay Minerals and test them before trying really interesting” Brown

Brown said, Because intense cosmic
This fsn’t the first dis- radistion appears to have

portunity and Spirit rovers found evidence that Mars with the exception, perhaps

once had scarce and acidic ofthe poles! he said,
- I Hife i found on Mats
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- six months to get there, a

the planet fs “close to a star,
but not too close so the wa-

distance is more like 250,
million miles. Sending hu-
muns to Mars would mean.

year waiting for the planets
to resch their nearest orbit
again, and then g six-month
return voyage.

“Tf they were asking for
volunteers, my hand would
g0 up)" Brown said. “That
would be an adventure of a

lifetime
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