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ISI.‘L‘l'BHBl‘UL FIGHT AGAINNT
INFANTILE PA

Infantile paralysis in  the Un!tnd.
States between 1881 and 1904 recorded
only 300 'distinetly recognized cases,
but duping 19059 their number ex-
geeded 5,000, and in 1911 over 9,000
cases appeared, In European coun-
tries  the disease registered corre-
spondink  Inereases,  Medieal sclence
strove strenuously for nearly a gen-
eratlon to ascertain its cavse and cure,
Lot mntil within a few years the
streuvops s‘:runle proved unavailing.
¥ ars ago, however, Si
u'mmwared that the dis-

m) disease, being caused

croscopic  organism, and
throughy this discovery of the cause

the cure But this microscopic germ
long remaived invisible even to the
elrongest microscopes, being an in-
ference backward from effects and
conditions to the cause, and wig ex

tremely 1o

of the human body. But the word
“hmpogsible” is not in the lexieon of
science.  Flexner was possgssed by
the passion for sueces and Inspired
with the holy desire to relieve the
pullerings of humanity, He persisted
unconquerably, and at last he won the
reward he had ‘so riehly degspved. He
grew the. germ in  test tubes ‘and
renderad ]l vialble in masses through
the microscope,

The announcement was made eau-

tlously at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., o
T00 health -offielals and doctors on
September 17, Dr. Flexner was too
wise and humane to elaim that the
cure has yob been Yound, but he per-
mitted it to be understood that recent
experiments with this  minutest  of
cerms wlil soon vield results of im-
poriant chargcfer,’ His equally eau-
tiows hearers applauded hiz hopetul
address, and the world rejoices in
the new hope.

. Poliomyalitis, the scientific  and
and technical term for {nfantile paral-
yaig, seems from Flexners  experl

|| ments Lo spread mueh Az comimon

colds do.  The inteetion apparently
starts in the nasal membranes of the
well, The virus has a pecullar affin-
ity for the nerve tissues. That fts
main line of entry lies through the

| |short olfactory nerves leading from
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